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POAU URGES TRUMAN 10 ACCEPT 
PHOPLE'S WILL ON ENVOY. BID 


The White House announcement that President Truman is still determined 
to submit a nomination of a Vatican ambassador to the Senate at some time 
in the future, brought a prompt statement from POAU urging the President 
to abandon all thought of resuming diplomatic relations with the Vatican on 


any level. 
Glenn L. Archer declared: 

“Your announcement that you will 
substitute another name for that of 
General Clark as your nominee for 
the post of ambassador to the Vati- 
can fails to allay the distress which 
Americans of all creeds felt when you 
precipitated this great controversy on 
October 20. Millions of citizens— 
including many Roman Catholics— 
believe that the appointment of any 
U.S. emissary to the Vatican, wheth- 
er he be called ‘ambassador,’ ‘min- 
ister,’ or ‘personal representative of 
the President,’ will continue to divide 
the nation and thereby damage the 
cause of world peace. The argument 
that our country needs the Vatican as 
an ally in the cold war against Com- 
munism is seen to be particularly hol- 
low when measured against the state- 
ment of Pope Pius himself in his re- 
cent Christmas Eve allocution: 

“Statesmen, and at times even 
churchmen, who want to make the 
Spouse of Christ their ally or the in- 
strument of their political alliances, 
either national or international, would 
do injury to the very essence of the 
church and would inflict damage on 
the life which is proper to her. In a 
word, they would bring her down to 
the same level on which conflicting 
temporal interests are locked in 
struggle.’ 

“POAU wholeheartedly concurs 
with this observation of the Pope 
(even though he himself fails to see 
that it conflicts with the Vatican’s 
pretension to the status of a ‘sover- 
eign state’), and respectfully urges 
you to restore national unity by giv- 


In a telegram to the White House, POAU Executive Director 





Cardinal ‘Surprised’ 
At Senators’ Views 


Immediately after conferring with 
the Pope at the Vatican, Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman of New York held a 
Rome press conference in which he 
stated that, “speaking as an Ameri- 
can citizen,” he believed that the 
United States should send an ambas- 
sador to the Vatican. He also ex- 
pressed “surprise” that Senators of 
high principle and intelligence had 
opposed the ambassadorial appoint- 
ment, and also that some Jewish groups 
joined in the storm of opposition in 
spite of the fact that no Roman Cath- 
olic spokesman had opposed recogni- 
tion of the state of Israel. 

The Cardinal's statement evoked a 
reply from the Rev. Oswald Hoffman 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, who said that opposition to the 
appointment “is a determined effort 
in behalf of Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews to protect traditional .Amer- 
ican freedoms. . . . The Vatican 
cannot be compared with Israel, for 
example, when it takes only fifteen 
minutes to walk across the Vatican 
State.” Cardinal Spellman had also 
ignored other obvious differences be- 
tween Israel and the Vatican—there 
is no Jewish pope, and the president 
of Israel, as well as the prime minister, 
are secular officials who are, in point 
of fact, frequently at odds with the 
Orthodox Religious Bloc which is 
active in politics. It is to the secular 
state, not the Jewish “church,” that 
the United States sends an ambas- 
sador. 











ing up the attempt to establish diplo- 
matic relations with the Vatican.” 





FOWLER, ARCHER 
ADDRESS RALLIES 


United States policy with regard to 
relations with the Vatican should be 
made in the light of the American 
tradition of church-state separation 
and not in the light of the practice 
followed by other countries, Dr. Fred- 
erick Curtis Fowler, president,of the 
National Association of Evangelicals, 
told more than 3,000 persons who 
overflowed Cincinnati’s Taft audi- 
torium on the afternoon of January 
6. POAU Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer also addressed the Cincin- 
nati meeting, and then went on to 
give an address at the Latonia Chris- 
tian Church, Covington, Ky., the 
same evening, on the invitation of its 
pastor, Dr. Joseph D. Hill. 

The effectiveness of the Cincinnati 
meeting resulted largely from the co- 
operative efforts of W. Glyn Evans, 
president of the Greater Cincinnati 
Association of Evangelicals; G. Bar- 
rett Rich III, vice-president of the 
Cincinnati POAU chapter; Associa- 
tion Chairman Fred Smith; church 
council leaders; James DeForest 
Murch, editor of United Evangelical 
Action; Masonic leaders; officials of 
the Kenton and Campbell County 
church associations; and others. Dr. 
Fowler’s address, on the theme, “I 
Am an American,” emphasized the 
uniqueness of this country’s guaran- 
tees of religious liberty, and declared 
that the sending of an American dip- 
lomat to the Vatican would “compel 
alterations in the structure of our 
government, a great change in the 
American way of life.” The NAE 
leader and the POAU executive direc- 
tor also shared the platform with 
Dr. Harold John Ockenga, minister 
of the Park Street Church of Boston, 
at a January 21 meeting in the Metro- 
politan Baptist Church, Washington, 


(Continued on page 7) 








STATION MANAGER WILTS 
UNDER CATHOLIC ‘HEAT’ 


One of America’s leading Roman Catholic prelates, Bishop John F. Noll 
of Fort Wayne, Ind., recently gave a striking indication of how clerical 
power may be used against a radio station to punish the owners for permit- 


ting free discussion on problems of church and state. 


On November 10, 


Paul Blanshard spoke under POAU auspices in Fort Wayne before an enthu- 


siastic audience of more than 1,000 
persons, describing Roman Catholic 
policy on church and state in his 
calm and analytical style. His speech 
was followed by an open forum ques- 
tion period, and the main portions of 
his address were broadcast by Station 
WKJG. Immediately, the station 
was flooded with telephoned and 
written protests, obviously inspired 
by the local Roman Catholic hier- 
archy, publishers and distributors of 
the leading diocesan weekly, Our 
Sunday Visitor. 

Cringing before the blast of hostile 
criticism, the station owners finally 
broadcast an “apology,” and agreed 
to give Bishop Noll a full hour on 
November 17 to broadcast a reply. 
In the apology, Station Manager Ed- 
ward G. Thoms said: 


The management of Radio Station 
WKJG wishes sincerely and humbly to 
apologize to the citizens of Fort Wayne 
and its listeners throughout the WKJG 
area for the broadcast made over its facil- 
ities, Saturday, November 10, between 8 
and 9 P.M. by Paul Blanshard. It is the 
established policy of this station that all 
religious programs should be presented re- 
spectfully and accurately, and without 
prejudice or ridicule, and should also avoid 
attacks upon any religious creed or groups. 
After over four years on the air and broad- 
casting programs of all religious groups, 
this policy was violated for the first time. 
Had WKJG known what form the broad- 
cast was to take, the program would not 
have been broadcast. You may be sure 
that every precaution will be taken to in- 
sure that this does not happen again. We 
are pleased to announce that Bishop Noll 
has accepted our invitation to broadcast 
over our facilities on Saturday, November 
17, from 8 to 9 P.M. 


Scurrility 


In his November 17 broadcast, 
Bishop Noll stooped to scurrilous 
personal misrepresentation, saying: 
“He (Blanshard) wrote for a Com- 
munist periodical and was charged 
some years ago in the New York 
Times with having promoted the cir- 
culation of Communist literature from 
his office.” Actually, Paul Blanshard 
has never written for a Communist 
periodical in his life, he has never 
been connected with any Communist 
or Communist-front organization, and 
in his last venture in New York pol- 
itics he was the successful chairman 
of an anti-Communist committee in 
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a party primary. The charge that 
Communist literature was being dis- 
tributed from his office when he was 
a high public official under Mayor 
LaGuardia in New York was made, 
not by the New York Times, but by 
a discredited Tammany political hack 
in the mayoralty campaign of 1937 
when Tammany was denouncing La- 
Guardia and almost all his leading 
cabinet members as pro-Communist 
for political reasons. The New York 
Times reported the charges as part 
of its routine job of news covering, 
but did not endorse them in any way. 
The voters of New York laughed at 
the crude misrepresentations and pro- 
ceeded to re-elect LaGuardia by a 
larger majority than ever. When 
Blanshard resigned his post as head 
of the city’s Department of Investi- 
gation and Accounts, the New York 
Times in an editorial described his 
record in office as “brilliant.” Now 
Bishop Noll attempts to revive these 
discredited charges as if the New 
York Times had endorsed them. 


Fact vs. Fiction 


It is true that during the worst 
years of the depression many WPA 
workers in New York were pro-Com- 
munist, and the federal government 
did not deny them the opportunity 
to work because of that fact. Some 
of these pro-Communist unemployed 
workers were given jobs by the Fed- 
eral government and assigned to var- 
ious departments of the city govern- 
ment of New York. As long as they 
performed their duties efficiently, 
they were allowed to remain, since 
it was necessary to give them relief 
as human beings. Because some of 
these left-wing workers were assigned 
to accounting projects in Blanshard’s 
office by the federal government, 
Tammany politicians attempted to 
make capital of the fact, although 
Tammany officials continued to make 
use of WPA employees in the same 
manner. 

Bishop Noll charged that Blan- 
shard was “for eleven years associate 
editor of the Nation, a Socialist 

(Continued on page 4) 





Congregational Women 
Hear John C. Mayne 


Speaking on the subject, “What's 
Behind the Vatican Appointment.” 
POAU Director of Organization John 
C. Mayne addressed the women’s or. 
ganization of the First Congregational 
Church in Washington, D. C., op 
Tuesday, January 8. Former Pregj. 
dent Calvin Coolidge attended this 
church while in Washington. 

The Rev. Dr. Carl H. Kopf, minis. 
ter of the church, introduced the 
speaker, who told the audience of 
more than 100 that “the Vatican ap- 
pointment violates the very principle 
which has made America the defender 
of religious freedom for all faiths.” 

The POAU director of organiza. 
tion recently appeared before large 
ministerial groups in Nashville and 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Montgom- 
ery, Alabama, and talked on the 
issues faced by POAU on the na- 
tional level, giving the historical 
background of the Vatican appoint- 
ment. These meetings were held in 
preparation for the coming of Paul 
Blanshard to those cities for POAU- 
sponsored mass meetings. More than 
1,000 clergymen and lay leaders have 
worked closely with POAU in set- 
ting up and carrying out the schedule 
of mass meetings. 





Ex-Governor to Present 
Vermont Schools Case 

Former Governor Stanley Wilson 
of Vermont has been retained as coun- 
sel in an important case which will 
challenge the validity of state appro- 
priations in aid of sectarian schools. 





The Roman Catholic weekly, Our 
Sunday Visitor, mentions POAU (un- 
favorably) 24 times in the eight pages 
of its December 30 issue. 
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[MEWS From Far and Near | 


@ It is legal for the school board of Casey County, Ky., to provide 
salaries out of public funds for the salaries of two teaching nuns employed 
in the Clementsville “public’’-parochial school, in the opinion of W. Owen 
Keller, assistant state attorney general. Keller could find nothing wrong 
with the arrangement between public authorities and the St. Bernard Roman 
Catholic Church, which owns the building housing a “public” elementary 
school and a parochial high school (see picture in Church and State News- 
letter, December, 1951), in spite of a previous report of the University of 
Kentucky’s bureau of school service which held the practice to be illegal. 
Keller also put the stamp of his approval on the furnishing of free fuel to 
the parochial school building. He based his opinion on “the decision of the 
Court of Appeals in the case of Nichols vs. Henry, 191 SW 2D 930,” which 
upheld a recent law permitting public financing of bus transportation for 
private and parochial school pupils. 

@ Abandonment of a 15-year-old practice of conducting religious 
classes in the Chateaugay, N. Y., public school building has been 
ordered by Dr. Charles A. Brind, Jr., of the State Department of 
Education. Elmer Thompson, local school board president, an- 
nounced that Dr. Brind had acted after complaint of a resident that 
the practice violated both state and federal constitutions. 


@ “Changes desirable in the present relationship between church and state” 
in England have been called for in a report of a commission of the (Anglican) 
Church Assembly which will be debated by the Assembly at its February 13 
session. In a dispatch from London, New York Times correspondent Farns- 
worth Fowle notes: “The Anglican Church has been pressing for a change 
ever since Parliament in 1927 and 1928 refused to authorize changes in the 
Book of Common Prayer. ... To most churchmen, it seemed incongruous 
that members of Parliament, many of whom were not members of the 
Anglican communion, could overrule the clergy and active laity of that 
church in matters of faith and worship. They contrasted the limitations on 
the Church of England with the immunity of nonconformist Protestant de- 
nominations, the Roman Catholics, and Jews from state interference in their 
internal religious affairs.” The obvious cure for such a condition would, of 
course, be disestablishment of the Church of England. 

@ Public opinion on the question of whether or not the state- 
owned University of Minnesota should provide university facilities 
and staff members’ services for the use of denominational groups 
has been sampled by the Minnesota Poll, which reports that three- 
fourths of those polled favor the practice, 17 per cent are opposed, 
a small number of persons think it is legitimate “if no one is barred” 
or “if it is controlled,” and five per cent have no opinion. University 
officials who decide their policy on the basis of such a poll, however, 
are playing the “numbers” game (see editorial in “Church and State 
Newsletter,” January, 1952). Thomas Jefferson, founder of another 
great public university, said that it is “sinful and tyrannical” to 
“compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propaga- 
tion of opinions which he disbelieves . . .,” and he did not think 
it relevant to consider whether the aggrieved taxpayer might belong 
to the “majority” or the “minority” in his religious thinking. 

@ More than thirty stores in Montreal, Canada, have been fined $40 and 
costs each for remaining open on Roman Catholic holidays which were made 
“legal” holidays by a recent city by-law. Meanwhile, seven large depart- 
ment stores have filed an action in Superior Court contesting the by-law’s 
validity. Framers of the law acted on the theory that the “majority” should 
rule in matters of religious observance as well as politics. The “numbers” 
game, again. 

@ The new Puerto Rican draft constitution, with its “compro- 
mise” clause on government-provided auxiliary services to religious 
schools, was not submitted to the voters as scheduled on January 21. 
The legislature has voted for postponement until a new date can 
be fixed later. 

@ Declaring that it is continuing its fight “to put Massachusetts back into 
the United States,’ the Planned Parenthood League of the state has an- 
nounced its intention to file an initiative petition in the summer of 1953 for 

(Continued on page 6) 
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POAU Achievements Bring 
Wide Inter-Group Support 


Four years of tireless labor on be- 
half of church-state separation, dur- 
ing a period of unprecedented chal- 
lenge to this basic American principle, 
has won for POAU an ever-broaden- 
ing base of support among church and 
lay organizations. Although the 
struggle has been uphill all the way, 
POAU’s unyielding devotion to the 
principle of religious liberty, its forth- 
right confrontation of current issues 
without fear or favor, and its services 
in providing the public with authentic 
information, legal advice, library ma- 
terials, and scholarships in church- 
state relations, has brought a grati- 
fying response from sturdy citizens in 
all parts of the nation. In spite of the 
vituperation constantly hurled at 
POAU by organs of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy, a number of Catholic 
laymen who have noticed POAU’s 
impartiality in exposing transgres- 
sions against religious liberty have 
commended the organization’s “fair- 
minded and just” approach to its 
subject. Conversely, a few non- 
Catholic church leaders, desirous of 
securing state support for their own 
religious endeavors, have condemned 
POAU in terms nearly identical 
with those used by the Roman prel- 
ates—but without visible effect on 
the loyalty and enthusiasm of POAU’s 
supporters, who are of many faiths. 


Among the groups which have con- 
tributed to POAU’s crusade in recent 
months are the following: 


East Pennsylvania Conference, Seventh- 
day Adventists, Roading. Pa. ; Mount Ver- 
non Baptist Church, Arlington, Va. ; White- 
side Baptist Sunday School, Bolia, Mo.; 
Women’s Council of Lutheran Inner Mis- 
sion, Dayton, O.; First Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Va.; First Baptist Church, 
Houston, Tex. ; West Presbyterian Church, 
West Park Presby- 
terian Church, New York, N. Y.; t. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Council Bluffs, 
Ia.; Ministerial Assn., Port Allegany, 
Pa.; Salem Church, ochester, , A 
Business & Professional Women’s Group, 
Church of Reformation, Washington 
D. C.; Juniata Park Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; First 
Presbyterian Church, Bethlehem, Pa.; 
Buzbee Class, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Washington, D. C.; First Baptist Church 
of Montana, Helena, Mont.; Unitarian 
Fellowship for Social Justice; First Pres- 
byterian Church, Worcester, Mass.; Tuca- 
pan Baptist Church, Startex, S. C.; First 
Baptist Sunday School, West Point, Ga.; 
Fuguay Springs Baptist Church, Fuguay 
Springs, N. C.; Dawson Class, First Baptist 
Church, Washington, D. C.:; Seventh-day 
Adventist Seminary, Washington, D. C. 
Wilmington Council of Churches, Wilming 
ton, Dela.; The Methodist Church, Des- 
Moines, Ia.; Morton Baptist Church, Mor- 
ton, N. Y.; Emmanuel Missionary College, 
Berrien Springs, Mich.; Unitarian Society 
of Willmar, Minn.; Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, Louisville, ae: Petersburg Min- 
isterial Union, Petersburg, Va. ; omen’s 
Baptist Missionary Association, Fountain 
Memorial Baptist Church, Washington, 
D. C.; First Church of Christ Scientist, 


(Continued on page 8) 


Binghamton, N. Y.; 





REMAINS OF COLOMBIA CHAPEL 








NAE PHOTO 


Campo Hermoso Chapel, Colombia, South America, was reduced to ruins (above) recently 
by a priest-inspired mob. In other riots, witnessed by U. S. Ambassador Capus Waynick 
and Max Krebs, second secretary of the U. S. Embassy, all the windows of a new Baptist 
church in Bogota were broken. The United States has filed a protest against the outrage, 
and now awaits a reply from the Colombian government. In the meantime, the National 
Association of Evangelicals has urgently appealed to the humanitarian instincts of American 
Roman Catholics in a recent advertisement in the Washington “Evening Star.’ Quoting an 
editorial from the newspaper “El Nacional” of Barranquilla, Colombia, the NAE points out 
that the most enlightened elements of the Roman Catholic Church in Colombia (usually 
identified with that nation’s Liberal Party) have spoken out against acts of “religious sav- 
agery” committed by their brethren, and ask, “How is it possible that Church authorities 
do not condemn assassinations, dynamitings and other revolting acts against a sister church?” 








‘Catholic Standard’ Admits 
Protest Mail Overwhelming 


The official organ of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, 
D. C., conceded recently that protest mail to the President and to Senators 
over the move to establish diplomatic relations with the Vatican has been 


of record-breaking proportions. 


“Tt is a fact,” noted the Catholic Standard in its January 18 issue, “that 


the protest mail is arriving in great 
volume. A sample check of Sena- 
torial offices by the Standard shows 
the following: 

“Senator Edward Martin of Penn- 
sylvania has received somewhere be- 
tween 30,000 and 50,000 messages of 
all kinds. Of these, only about 200 
favor the nomination. 

“Senator James H. Duff of Penn- 
sylvania can top this. He has re- 
ceived more than 80,000 letters, cards, 
wires, and calls. About 200 advo- 
cate the ambassadorship. 

“Senator William Knowland of 
California has received about 5,000 
letters. Of these, ten are pro-nomi- 
nation. 

“Senator Karl Mundt of South Da- 





kota has received about 2,250 letters. 
Exactly one favors the nomination. 

“Senator [John] Marshall Butler 
of Maryland has received about 5,000 
letters on the subject. Only a hand- 
ful favor the nomination. 

“At the White House, a spokesman 
told the Standard that 80,000 letters, 
post cards, etc., had been received on 
the nomination. The proportion was 
roughly 12 to 1 in opposition. This 
is the largest mail response at the 
White House on a single subject since 
the MacArthur dismissal. 

“The White House press office, 
however, pointed out that President 
Truman would not necessarily be in- 
fluenced on this subject by his mail.” 





Station Manager 
(Continued from page 2) 


periodical which has little use fo 
religion.” Actually, Blanshard was 
associate editor of the Nation for two 
years, in 1928-29, at a time when its 
editor, Oswald Garrison Villard, sup- 
ported Al Smith for the presidency, 
The magazine has never been cop. 
nected with the Socialist Party, byt 
has always been an independent lib. 
eral journal in political matters. 

Bishop Noll included in his long 
diatribe a denunciation of Socialism 
as atheistic, and quoted atheistic yt. 
terances alleged to have been printed 
in a “socialist catechism” without giv- 
ing a specific source or date for this 
publication, or informing his readers 
as to the national origin of the ma- 
terial. The material obviously had 
no connection with Blanshard or 
POAU. In the distant past, Paul 
Blanshard was for several years an 
active Socialist under the leadership 
of Norman Thomas at a time when 
many clergymen throughout the coun- 
try saw in the Socialist Party a con- 
structive opportunity to build a third, 
progressive party. In 1924 he wasa 
leading campaigner for the late Sen- 
ator LaFollette of Wisconsin, and for 
a number of years he was an educa- 
tional director for one of America’s 
leading labor unions, the Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers. For the 
last twenty years, Blanshard has been 
a political independent, a lawyer, and 
a public official of unimpeachable 
record in the city government of New 
York and in the State Department 
at Washington. In his early years 
he was ordained as a Congregational 
clergyman, and he is descended from 
three generations of Congregational 
and Methodist clergymen. 

In his latest book, Communism, 
Democracy, and Catholic Power, 
Blanshard exposes the evils of Com- 
munism with such penetrating can- 
dor that on May 28, 1951, the official 
organ of American Communism, the 
Daily Worker, denounced him for 
having a point of view “like J. P. 
Morgan and Harry Truman.” 





The February 25 issue of Congress 
Weekly, published by the American 
Jewish Congress, deals exclusively 
with church-state relations as and- 
lyzed by Joseph Dawson, Glenn 
Archer, C. H. Moehlman, V. T. 
Thayer, Leo Pfeffer, Judge Justime 
Polier, Frank Yost, Guy Shipler, and 
others. For copies (15c each), write 
to the AJC, 15 East 84th Street, New 
York 28, N.Y. 
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BISHOP NOLL’S ‘REWARDS’ 
PROVE TO BE EVANESCENT 


The publisher of “The Most Widely Circulated Catholic Weekly in the 
World,” Our Sunday Visitor, has been rather carelessly offering rewards 
ately for proof that any of its statements attacking various persons and 
organizations are false. Bishop John F. Noll, founding editor, told Indiana 
jisteners during his special broadcast of November 17 (see story on page 2) 


that “a money reward” had been of- 
fred to anyone disproving state- 
ments contained in the booklet, Who’s 
Who in the POAU?. Upon hearing 
of this, the managing editor of the 
Church and State Newsletter sent to 
Bishop Noll a copy of the May, 1951, 
issue of the Newsletter, with an ac- 
companying letter drawing his atten- 
tion to the story on page 2 which had 
pointed to a few of the many errors, 
distortions, and half-truths contained 
in the first edition of the booklet. The 
letter also noted that, with the excep- 
tion of one minor correction, the er- 
rors, distortions, and half-truths were 
repeated and enlarged in the second 
edition of Who’s Who in the POAU?, 
and concluded by expressing the ex- 
pectation that “a check in the amount 
of the reward” would be sent to 
POAU headquarters. 


Evasion 


Francis A. Fink, managing editor 
of Our Sunday Visitor, replying on 
Bishop Noll’s behalf, alluded to one 
example of dishonest documentation 
cited by the Newsletter, and said 
he saw no “misrepresentation” in the 
use of a quotation from a St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch editorial of April 30, 
1922, in a booklet ostensibly dealing 
with POAU (founded in 1948) and 
its officers. On this point, the News- 
letter had observed: ‘“‘What the author 
or authors of the booklet do not re- 
veal .. . is the fact that the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch has repeatedly 
taken the same position as POAU on 
current questions of church and state, 
including vigorous support of the Su- 
preme Court decision in the McCol- 
lum case and unqualified endorsement 
of the principle of separation of 
church and state. Thus, although 
this distinguished newspaper is just 
as resolutely opposed to the Catholic 
ideal of church-state union as is 
POAU, the Our Sunday Visitor Press 
is not above pretending that the Post- 
Dispatch is on their side, rather than 
POAU’s.” 

Fink, evading this point altogether, 
as well as others made by the News- 
letter story, went on to lay down cer- 
tain “conditions” prerequisite to the 
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collection of Our Sunday Visitor’s 
“rewards,” although no “conditions” 
had been mentioned in the announce- 
ments of the “reward” offers which 
have come to POAU’s attention. The 
“conditions,” according to Fink, are 
that “the challenger should select. a 
judge, we would select a judge, and 
these two would select a_ third 
Gia." 

However, any literate person of 
normal intelligence is capable of 
“judging” for himself whether the 
Our Sunday Visitor Press is telling 
the truth or not when it asserts (in 

(Continued on page 7) 


MORE SENATORS EXPRESS 
OPPOSITION TO ENVOY 


As the Church and State News- 
letter goes to press, at least 35 Sena- 
tors have indicated that they will 
vote against confirmation of any U. S. 
ambassador to the Vatican should 
President Truman carry out his an- 
nounced intention of submitting a 
new nomination to the Senate. Two 
of the 35 had been quoted earlier as 
being in favor of the move, but then 
switched their positions. A few 
others, while indicating that they are, 
as of this moment, opposed to diplo- 
matic relations with the Vatican, 
added that they might change their 
positions if arguments of a “compel- 
ling” nature were presented to them. 





We note with sorrow the recent 
death of William Rufus Scott, an 
early member of POAU and an out- 
spoken member of the organization’s 
National Advisory Council. 








PRO-NAZI OR ANTI-NAZI? 





Aloysius Stepinac, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Yugoslavia until his conviction in 1946 
of “collaboration” with the Nazis, is shown above conferring with Ante Pavelic, quisling 
ruler of the “Independent State of Croatia,” wartime puppet regime established by Hitler. 
In a caption accompanying the picture, the Yugoslav Information Center in New York City 
states: “Stepinac served as apostolic vicar of Pavelic’s army and as a member of the Sabor 
(Diet) of the Independent State of Croatia. The official policy of this puppet government 
toward the million Serbs then living in Croatia was to exterminate one-third of them, to 
drive out one-third, and to forcibly convert the remaining third to Roman Catholicism. . . . 
Stepinac never once protested against the measures taken.” The prelate’s defense of his 
actions at the time of his trial—according to quotations appearing recently in the American 
Catholic press—was to ask his prosecutors the question: “Should | have submitted to the 
authority of the illegal, or, as you say, exiled government in London, or that in Cairo, or 
yours [Tito’s] in the woods, or theirs [Pavelic’s] in Zagreb?” (“Brooklyn Tablet,” December 
8, 1951.) Stepinac was released from prison on December 6 after serving five years. 
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AT DETROIT MEETING 





The POAU mass meeting held in Detroit's Metropolitan Methodist Church during Decem- 
ber was one of the highlights of the first phase of Paul Blanshard’s current speaking tour. 
Pictured above are some of the principal participants in that memorable public gathering 
(left to right): John C. Mayne, POAU director of organization; the Rev. Dr. C. A. McPheeters, 
host pastor; Paul Blanshard, author of “American Freedom and Catholic Power”; the Rev. 


Dr. Tracy Pullman, pastor, Unitarian-Universalist Church of Greater Detroit. More than 
3,000 persons attended, and the total number who heard Blanshard’s analysis in thirty 
cities from coast to coast came to over 50,000. The entire trip was an inspiring example of 
cooperative effort—more than 1,000 ministers and lay leaders helped to set up the meetings; 
150 clergymen appeared on the speakers’ platform; 1,200 ushers were required to direct the 
seating of the audiences; and 50,000 pieces of POAU literature were distributed. 


NEWS From Far and Near 


(Continued from page 3) 





) 


an amendment which would “permit, not oblige” physicians to instruct 
married persons who seek birth control information. In 1947, the League 
filed 80,230 certified signatures, but an all-out campaign by Roman Catholic 
clerics defeated action in the legislature. Present law prohibits all physicians 
and married couples from acting according to their own best judgment and 
moral precepts in regard to birth control, and, in effect, gives state sanction 
to the Roman Catholic doctrine on the subject. Connecticut is the only 
other state in the Union which has such a prohibition. 

@ Compulsory religious instruction in Syria’s public schools has 
been decreed by the government. According to the Damascus 
radio, students in all primary, technical, secondary and commercial 
schools will be required to take instruction in their “own” faiths. 

@ “I cannot conceive it to be the duty of any public body to pre-censor 
speakers who may appear in public halls,” declared Attorney Cecil Car- 
rothers, a school board trustee of London, Ontario, in a legal opinion in 
which he recommended that the board deny a request of the Knights of 
Columbus that public meetings in school buildings be prohibited from crit- 
icizing the Roman Catholic Church. The Knights of Columbus request was 
occasioned by an announcement that the Canadian Protestant League would 
hold a meeting on the question, “Is Archbishop Stepinac Guilty or Not 
Guilty?” 

@ Resumption of diplomatic relations between Japan and the 
Vatican is in prospect, according to recent news reports. A special 
Japanese delegate was first dispatched to the Vatican “listening 
post” shortly after Pearl Harbor. In December, 1945, Allied occu- 
pation authorities ordered Japanese representation at the Vatican to 
cease. Now, a full Japanese Ambassador is said to be contemplated. 
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Popular Demand Causes 
Extended Blanshard Tour 


The unprecedented outpouring of 
thousands of Americans in scores of 
cities from coast to coast throughoy 
Paul Blanshard’s speaking tour 9 
the past three months and the cop. 
tinuing demand for his appearance 
at future meetings in all parts of the 
country have led to the schedylj 
of a new phase of his trip to include 
meetings in Tennessee, Alabama 
Georgia, and North Carolina. Even 
though the courageous author of 
American Freedom and Catholic 
Power has agreed to undertake the 
additional strain of new Meetings 
after his constant round of previous 
addresses for so many weeks, many 
areas will still have to be disappointed 
because of the physical impossibility 
of satisfying all the demands. 

Space limitations of the Newslette 
also make it impossible to give ade. 
quate credit to all the many fine 
citizens, both clergymen and laymen, 
who have given their most devoted 
labors to strengthen POAU’s crusade 
for the preservation of American re- 
ligious liberty, but as we go to press 
we take occasion briefly to mention 
a few of the leaders whose cooperation 
is currently giving impetus to the 
crusade as Blanshard commences the 
last leg of his tour: 

The Rev. James D. Jenkins and 
the Rev. R. Paul Caudill of the First 
Methodist Church, Memphis, scene 
of the January 29 meeting; the Rev. 
Howard M. Reaves, Alabama POAU 
leader and pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Mobile, doing spadework for 
the January 30 meeting in the Fort 
Whiting Auditorium; Dr. A. §. 
Turnipseed of the Dexter Avenue 
Methodist Church, Montgomery, pre- 
paring for the meeting in the City 
Auditorium on January 31; the Rev. 
J. H. Stephens and the Rev. James 
M. Windham, Baptist leaders of 
Nashville and Maryville, paving the 
way for the February 1 meeting in 
Nashville’s War Memorial Audito- 
rium; the Rev. John L. Slaughter of 
the First Baptist Church, Birming- 
ham, host pastor for the meeting 
on February 2; R. B. Giffen of the 
Christian Council of Atlanta, and 
Dr. Louie D. Newton, POAU exect- 
tive committee chairman, preparing 
for the February 3 meeting in 
Wesley Memorial Methodist Church; 
and the Rev. Lee Pridgen and POAU 
President Edwin McNeill Poteat of 
the Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, 
Raleigh, where a meeting was held 
on February 4. 
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(alifornians Cite Heavy 


Loess Through Tax Favors 


Demonstrating the falsity of a claim made by proponents of tax exemption 
for California church schools, the Taxpayers Alliance in the state has com- 
figures showing that the public will suffer a tax loss many times the 
000 estimate made by backers of Assembly Bill 3383 if it is ever put 
into effect. The measure, passed by the legislature, will be tested by public 


referendum at the next state election 
(Church and State Newsletter, Sep- 
ymber and October, 1951). 

The Rev. Dr. T. Christie Innes, 
San Francisco POAU leader and 
chairman of the Taxpayers Alliance 
Clergy Advisory Committee, has fur- 


gished detailed information, from 
hich the following excerpts are 
quoted : 


.. A realistic estimate could 
be made only after examination is 
made of the individual assessment 
rolls by the many assessors concerned. 
Then, too, exemption claims would 
have to be adjudicated to determine 
the extent of Assembly Bill 3383. 
“Estimates have been made in three 
counties to date: Los Angeles County 
loss estimated by Assessor Quinn, 
over $500,000 annually. Alameda 
County loss estimated by Assessor 
Horstmann, $2,218,200; assessed 
valuation, estimated tax loss $155,000 
annually. Santa Clara County loss 
estimated by Assessor Hayden Pit- 
man at $120,000 annually. 


More to Come 


“These figures are on the basis of 
present assessment practices and 
property now conforming to the re- 
srictions of the exemption. How- 
ever, with a major school building 
program in every Roman Catholic 
parish in the state, tomorrow’s figures 
would no doubt be entirely different. 
Then, too, with minor changes in 





use many Roman Catholic church- 
owned properties could be converted 
to come under the exempted category. 
The church consistently takes ad- 
vantage of the church exemption for 
the purpose of holding valuable land 
tax free over a period of time in order 
to realize a real estate profit at a 
later date.” 

So far as the general state picture 
at present is concerned, the Taxpayers 
Alliance states that property tax ex- 
emptions have risen 188.6 per cent 
since 1945, 





FOWLER, ARCHER 


(Continued from page 1) 
D.C. More than 500 persons at this 
meeting unanimously adopted the 
following resolution: 


“WHEREAS, President Truman has an- 
nounced that he plans to submit ariother 
nomination for the post of Ambassador to 
the Vatican, and 

“WHEREAS, some political leaders have 
revealed a disposition to seek a ‘compro- 
mise’ on this supremely important ques- 
tion affecting American religious liberty, 
it is therefore 

“RESOLVED, that the citizens here as- 
sembled stand unalterably opposed to the 
appointment of any United States repre- 
sentative to the Vatican, whether he go 
under the name of Ambassador, Minister, 
Charge d’Affaires, or Personal Represent- 
ative of the President.” 


Other recent speaking engagements 
of Glenn L. Archer have included 
meetings sponsored by the following 
organizations: 


Virginia Methodist Conference mission- 
ary rally at the Centenary Methodist 


NOLL’S ‘REWARDS’ 


(Continued from page 5) 


Blanshard and His Sponsors, 3rd edi- 
tion, Dec. 4, 1951, p. 4) that Paul 
Blanshard “does not seem to take into 
account that more than half of all 
Catholic children have been and are 
in the public schools.” The truth, of 
course, is that Blanshard has specifi- 
cally highlighted this fact on many 
occasions, as, for instance, on page 
101 of American Freedom and Cath- 
olic Power, where he says: “The ma- 
jority of American Catholics have al- 
ways voted against segregated schools 
in the only way in which they could 
vote, by sending their children to the 
public schools.” Similarly, any alert 
citizen who takes the trouble can dis- 
cover for himself the absolute falsity 
of the assertion by Our Sunday Vis- 
itor Press (Blanshard and His Spon- 
sors, pp. 2-3) that Norman Thomas 
reviewed Blanshard’s second book in 
terms that were “not very compli- 
mentary” and “referred to some 
charges in the book as ‘figments of 
Blanshard’s_ imagination.’” The 
Thomas review appeared in the Na- 
tion of June 23, 1951; was, in fact, 
very complimentary to the book; and 
nowhere used the words “figments 
of Blanshard’s imagination,” which 
were manufactured out of whole 
cloth by the Our Sunday Visitor Press. 





Church, Richmond, with platform shared 
by Archer, Bishop Paul N. Garber, Dr. 
William Archer Wright, Dr. H. S. South- 
gate, and others; the Encore Club, group 
of young Christian Scientists, meeting at 
the Y.W.C.A., Washington, D. C.; the new 
Seventh-day Adventist Church of Spen- 
cerville, Md., at its first service conducted 
by pastor C. W. Teel; private conference 
of National Council of Churches, at invi- 
tation of Dr. Franklin Clark Fry; debate 
with Dr. Charles W. Lowry on Vatican 
appointment at the Columbia Heights 
Christian Church, Washington, D. C.; 
series of meetings sponsored by Chicag 
POAU chapter; and conference of Ver- 
mont Council of Churches, Burlington. 





A Gift to Aid the Cause of Religious Liberty 


wu wish to help preserve this precious American heritage which is threatened on many sides, send a generous contribution today. 











Other Americans United for Separation of Church and State is the only major organization uniquely dedicated to maintain the complete 


ion of church and state. 


thlp POAU maintain church-state separation, I enclose: (please check x) 


$25.00 ( .), 


00 (....), $50.00 (.....), 
lwill send $ on (date) 
Name . 

~— Address 
Tj} Cay *.... ves 


$15.00 (...), 
195 


$12.00 (....), Te ( 


(....) Please send me a packet of literature on church-state separation. 


hy gift on down to three dollars will bring you the Newsletter, and qualify you as a member. 


"t= = = - = (Tear off and mail to POAU, 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.) 


Gifts are tax deductible. 





Protestants 


Make all checks payable to POAU. 








RELEASED TIME, BIBLE 
READING CASES HEARD 


Arguments in two long-awaited test cases involving public school aid 
to religion were heard by the United States Supreme Court on January 
31 and February 1. It is doubtful at this writing whether the first, testing 
Bible-reading as practiced in New Jersey public schools, will be reviewed 
on its merits (the Court, in its questioning of the attorneys, dwelled on a 


jurisdictional problem). The second, 
concerning the New York “released 
time” system, seemed to hinge largely 
on the question of whether “released 
time”’—as opposed to “dismissed 
time”— involves a utilization of the 
tax-supported, compulsory public 
school system for the benefit of sec- 
tarian groups. The writer, who was 
present at the hearings, will report 
in more detail in the next issue.—S. L. 





POAU Achievements 


(Continued from page 3) 
Glenview, Ill.; Boykins Baptist Church, 
Boykins, Va.; First Presbyterian Church, 
Dunmore, Pa.; First Presbyterian Church, 
Bethlehem, Pa.; General Baptist Con- 
vention, Raleigh, N. C.; Brattleboro Coun- 
cil of Churches, Brattleboro, Vt.; Gen- 
eral Conference, Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, Takoma Park, D. C.; Greater 
Lowell Council of Churches, Dracut, 
Mass.; Wesley Methodist Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Redeemer, Syracuse, N. Y.; 
Newsoms Baptist Church, Newsoms, Va. ; 
Highland Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky. ; 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Washington, 


D. C.; Hayes-Barton Baptist Church, 
Raleigh, N. C.; Southern Publishing Asso- 
ciation, Nashville, Tenn.; The onday 


Study Club, Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich. ; 
Nanticoke Ministerial Association, Nanti- 
coke, Pa.; St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Washington, D. C.; Lexington Ministerial 
Association, Lexington, Nebr.; Black- 
creek Baptist Church, Franklin, Va.; 
South Quay Baptist Church, Franklin, 
Va.; Methodist Church, Newsoms, Va. ; 
Lake George Community Sunday School, 
Lake George, Mich. ; Four Square Builders’ 
Class, Henderson Memorial Methodist, 
Detroit, Mich.; Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church, Raleigh, N. C.; First Baptist 
Church, Ft. Thomas, Ky.; Helena Minis- 
terial Assoc., Helena, Mont.; Westminster 
Choir College, Princeton, N. J.; First 
Baptist Church, Suffolk, Va.; Brookhaven 
Baptist Church, Brookhaven, Ga.; Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, Emporia, Va.; Bap- 
tist General Convention, Dallas, Tex.; 
Waterbury Ministers’ Assoc., Waterbury, 
Conn.; Presbyterian Church of Roseland, 
yea a Ill.; University Heights Baptist 
Church, Springfield, Mo.; Baptist General 


Convention of Okla., Oklahoma City, 





A substantial portion of the Janu- 
ary 12, 1952 issue of The Nation is 
devoted to analyses of “The Vatican 
Appointment” by reporters and schol- 
ars with direct knowledge of the Holy 
See as well as America’s internal 
affairs. Particularly valuable is an 
article by Mark De Wolfe Howe, 
Harvard law professor, which effec- 
tively answers the arguments in favor 
of the appointment advanced by 
Professor Edward S. Corwin of Prince- 
ton. Reprints may be obtained from 
The Nation, 20 Vesey Street, New 
York 7. N. Y. 





Effective coordination of local 
POAU chapters with the work of the 
national organization requires full and 
prompt exchange of necessary infor- 
mation. Local leaders are therefore 
urged to send to national head- 
quarters: up-to-date lists of chapter 
officers ; applications for POAU char- 
ters; and news of all significant local 
developments for possible use in na- 
tional publicity. Chapter-sponsored 
public meetings, study groups, and 
fund-raising committees to aid in 
achieving national objectives are par- 
ticularly welcome. 





Okla.; St. Mark’s Church, Arlington, Va.; 
Colosse Baptist Church, Windsor, Va. ; La- 
tonia Christian Church, Covington, Ky.; 
Southern Baptist Gen’] Convention, Fres- 
no, Calif.; Board of Missions, Virginia 
Methodist Conference, Richmond, Va.; 
Encore Club, Washington, D. C. 





of Church and State 
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N. College Hill Parochial 


School ‘Leasing’ Invalid 


The community of North Colle 
Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio, has for 


years been the scene of a celebrated. 
Sec. 


struggle between the forces of 
tarianism, on the one hand, and 






PROTE 












advocates of a truly free public schogl: 
system operated with strict regard fop 









the separation of church and state” 


56. 


Latest victory for the 


on the other. 
latter group is a recent order 


Judge Otis Hess of the Hamilton 


County Court of Common Pleas jp. 
validating the leasing of property 
owned by the St. Margaret Mary 
Roman Catholic Church for “publie” 
school purposes. The judgment ep. 
joined the North College Hill school 
board “from making further pay. 
ments out of tax funds under said 
lease and particularly from paying 
from said funds any real estate or 
other taxes upon the property which 
was the subject of said lease.” 

Plaintiff in the suit was Frieda 
Reckman, a taxpayer, and the de- 
fendants were school board members 
Walter Hughes, Howard W. Frank, 
Leo G. Harrison, Henry D. Segrist, 
and Lawrence Weingartner. 

Another encouraging development 
at North College Hill was the ap- 
proval by 61 per cent of the voters 
in the November school elections of 
an additional tax levy for support of 
the public schools. The margin of 
victory indicates that many Roman 
Catholic laymen must have voted 
for the levy. 





POAU Chapters Select 


Conference Delegates 


Delegates to POAU’s Fourth Na- 
tional Conference on Church and 
State, to be held April 23-24 at Con- 
stitution Hall, Washington, D. C., 
are now being selected by POAU 
chapters in various parts of the coun- 
try. Dr. John A. Mackay, POAU 
vice-president and Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary president, will be 
the principal speaker at the Confer- 
ence, which will be presided over by 
POAU President Edwin McNeill 
Poteat. 

State and local chapters are urged 
to begin planning now to participate, 
through one or more delegates, in the 
Fourth National Conference, which 
will review POAU’s four-year fr 
of achievement and adopt policies on 
crucial problems of religious liberty 
which must be met in the year ahead. 
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